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Although they cover a relatively 
small area in total, each island is 
completely different to the next in 
terms of landscape, atmosphere and, 
of course, the famous wildlife. 

Isabela (Albemarle; c. 2,250sq mi) 
is the largest and second only to 
Iceland as the most volcanically active 
island in the world. In fact, most of 
the islands are largely desolate lava 
piles with little vegetation or cultiva-
ble soil except on the high volcanic 
mountains, whose upper slopes 
receive heavy rains and are covered in 
dense vegetation. 

The highlands of Santa Cruz Island, 
for example, offer stunning flora and 
are famous for their lava tunnels and 
population of large tortoises. Black 
Turtle Cove is a site surrounded by 
mangroves, which sea turtles, rays and 
small sharks sometimes occasionally 
use as a mating area. 

The climate is modified by the cold 
Humboldt Current, which allows the 
world’s northern-most penguins to live 
here, and snorkelling beside them is 
definitely something of an experience!

Key to the whole Galapagos 
experience is the relative tameness of the 
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wildlife and the fact you can sit literally feet 
away from creatures and be totally ignored.  

Apart from the giant tortoises, there 
are land and sea iguanas of 
different colours and hosts of 

unusual birds, such as the Flightless 
Cormorant, penguins and the Blue Footed 
Booby. Many species exist nowhere else 
on earth, whilst the lagoons around the 
shore teem with all kinds of marine life. 

However, the Islands are one place 
where it definitely pays to do your planning 
before you go. Some species are migratory 
so if, for example, you plan on visiting in 

low season (in December and January) you 
may not get the chance to see the beautiful 
Waved Albatross with its amazing courtship 
ritual, as they leave during the month of 
December and return in March.

You can visit the Charles Darwin 
Research Station and learn about  
current conservation projects; hike on 
Fernandina, the youngest island, which 
has no introduced species to date; and 
search for octopus, starfish and great-
blue herons on Santiago, the island on 
which Darwin spent most of his time.  
Or why not snorkel with penguins or  
a playful family of sea lions?

When To Go
There is really never a bad time to visit the 
Galapagos. Both wildlife viewing and water 
activities are fantastic all year round. The main tourist 
period is from June to August but the islands are 
often visited by an influx of people around the Easter 
season and between the months of December and 
January. Some operators such as Lindblad 
Expeditions offer lower seasonal rates to those who 
travel during less traditional holiday periods.

If you prefer to visit the islands in the low season, the 
months of June and November have a fine mist 
known as ‘garua’ that descends almost constantly, 
keeping the vegetation on the islands lush and green.

From January to June is the wet season, but the 
weather at this time is usually pleasant, with warm 
sun punctuated by intermittent showers or 
downpours. If you intend to go snorkelling, the 
hottest month on the islands is February with the 
sea being fairly calm and the water temperature 
a comfortable 23 degrees centigrade.

What’s On Offer
There are a wide variety of options open to  
you to visit the islands, either as fully-fledged 
exploration cruises via a number of local vessels 
ranging in size from six to 600 passengers, or on 
visiting ships as part of wider South American 
itineraries that contract out to the smaller vessels 
(there are rigid restrictions on visiting Galapagos 
waters). But all provide guests with unique and 
quality travel experiences.

Each vessel features its own – and usually superb 
– local naturalist guides, daily shore excursions and 
informative lectures and presentations to ensure 
passengers get the best out of this once-in-a-
lifetime trip.  

Local boats Isabela II and La Pinta, for example, 
are typical of those who provide a small, superior 
vessel, a highly experienced expedition team, 
able to take small groups ashore and with an 
environmentally friendly programme. 

From the Galapagos, there are also an enticing 
range of pre and post-cruise options, with many 
people taking the chance to visit Quito in Ecuador 
or Machu Picchu in Peru as well as the islands.

Apart from the GIANT 
TORTOISES, there are 

LAND & SEA IGUANAS of 
different colours and hosts 
of UNUSUAL BIRDS, such 
as the Flightless Cormorant
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VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY provide pre 
and post-cruise visits to the Galapagos 
Islands as part of the winter 2013 
programme for new ship MV Voyager, 
which makes its debut for them this 
November. These cruises will be either 
on Galapagos Explorer II or Coral I while 
the main cruises they will feature on will 
be South America’s Pacific Shore and  
A Tapestry of Central America. 
More info: www.voyagesofdiscovery.
co.uk, or call (in the UK) 0844 488 0913.

LINDBLAD EXPEDITIONS feature the high 
end of adventure cruising in partnership 
with National Geographic. Their 
Galapagos expeditions offer a team of 
naturalists, a National Geographic 
certified photo instructor, snorkelling, 
kayaking, hiking and wellness. 

Their remote operated underwater 
camera can go to depths up to 500ft so 
you can observe the wildlife beneath 
the waves. They also offer an optional 
7-night extension to Machu Picchu, 
Cusco and the Sacred Valley of the 
Incas at the end of your cruise. They 
have two ships based in the islands 
year-round, with weekly departures. 

More info: www.expeditions.
com, or call (in the 

US) 1800 397 
3348.

NOBLE CALEDONIA use Isabela II and 
La Pinta and have two itineraries to 
choose from: Island Hopping in the 
Galapagos, an eight-night cruise 
aboard Isabela II and Natural Wonders 
of the Galapagos, a seven-night 
voyage on La Pinta. Each itinerary 
includes a stay in Quito before the 
cruise and a post-cruise stay in 
Guayaquil. You can also visit the islands 
as an extension of their West Coast of 
South America cruise.
More info: www.noble-caledonia.co.uk 
or call (in the UK) 020 7752 0000.

HAUGAN CRUISES are situated in the 
islands and operate two magnificent 
luxury catamaran-style vessels, Ocean 
Spray and Cormorant, each holding 12 
passengers for 4, 5 and 7-day itineraries. 
With private balconies and large suites 
available, there are also interconnected 
cabins with the wonderful sundeck and 
its Jacuzzis.
More info: www.haugancruises.com or 
call (in the UK) 0808 234 1399 or (in the 
US) 1877 268 9402.

CELEBRITY CRUISES offer year-round  
7 or 10-day trips on their exclusive 
Celebrity Xpedition. The ship holds 92 
passengers and has a hot tub, sauna 
and sun deck. The itineraries differ 
greatly so, if you want to visit a specific 
island or see a certain animal or bird, 

it’s a good idea to study the dates. 
More info: www.celebritycruises.

co.uk or 0844 493 2043  
in the UK; or www.

celebritycruises.com 
and 1800 647 2251 in  
the US.

ZEGRAHM EXPEDITIONS use Isabella II, 
the luxury yacht carrying only 40 
passengers, on their Ultimate Galapagos 
voyage. This 13-day expedition is 
designed to give travellers a 
comprehensive overview of the islands, 
with in-depth exploration of both the 
marine and terrestrial worlds.  
More info: www.zeco.com or (in the US) 
1800 628 8747.

G ADVENTURES have a range of 10 tours 
throughout the year varied to suit your 
pocket. Their seven-day tour begins and 
ends in Quito and includes round-trip 
flights to the archipelago. You will explore 
the islands in four ships restricted to 16 
passengers, including stylish G6, the newest 
and most comfortable vessel in their fleet.
More info: www.gadventures.com or call 
(in the UK) 0844 272 2060 or (in the US) 
1888 800 4100.

BALES WORLDWIDE offer a range of 
Galapagos tours on a variety of cruise 
vessels. Their voyages range between  
4 and 7 nights and are combined with  
a stay in Quito. Their Eclipse cruise, for 
example, consists of Quito (3 nights), 
Galapagos Islands cruising (5 nights) 
and Guayaquil (1 night).
More info: www.balesworldwide.com  
or call (in the UK) 0844 488 1337.

For other ideas  
and tailor-made itineraries,  

you can also contact the UK’s leading 
adventure-cruise specialists of  

The Cruise Line Ltd, who feature  
the Galapagos in their excellent  

Adventure Cruise brochure  
(www.cruiseline.co.uk or 0800 008 6677).

And, of course, don’t miss our regular 
blog, which covers a wide variety of 

adventure-cruise ideas and features at 
http://timespentatsea.blogspot.com.


